
Bringing the Global Economy Home

Entrepreneurial Leadership Retreat

North Carolina Regional Economic 
Development Partnerships



The Southeast Region
NCSE acts as the lead economic development organization for the region
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Port
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Presentation Notes
7500 square miles
Population grown 10% in past decade
3 of largest counties in NC – Sampson, Columbus, Robeson (entr. Challenges)
Logistics/distribution strengths- mid pt., ports, interstate
3 public universities (UNCW, UNCP, FSU); 2 private (St Andrews, Methodist)
Programs for entr. Example- UNCW Marine biotech center- 
NC Port at Wilmington
Fort Bragg & BRAC
Transportation/distribution access
Location midpoint on east coast
Agricultural base 
Diversified manufacturing base
Key existing companies
Expanding entrepreneurship base
Universities
Community Colleges





What We Do

Mission: Provide strong economic development leadership in southeastern North Carolina
through innovative marketing and collaborative regional initiatives that will create new
jobs, generate capital investment, and secure new business locations.

Generate industry leads for region & counties

Value-added strategies around key regional assets

Focused and innovative marketing strategies

Collaborative economic development leadership

Since 1996… 
•8,275 industry jobs created
•$903 M private investment
•103 industry locations
• $1 state appropriation = $64 private investment



Fortune 500 Companies in Region

•34 fortune 500 companies 
•22,000 + jobs = 5% of total workforce
•Manufacturing, distribution, or customer service center
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Industry Clusters

•Industry cluster analysis completed in 2004

•2005 – funds appropriated to fund implementation

•Biotechnology, alternative energy, & defense     
contractors added in updates to analysis

•Adding aerospace/aviation sector

•Many companies are manufacturers

•Manufacturing is critical to region’s growth

•Defense contractors cross different sectors

•Logistics employs 28,000 people

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most recent locations: defense contractor, European mfg., advanced textiles mfg., food mfg.

Current Activity: 16 company visits since July & 30+ active projects

9 clusters – adding aerospace
Most activity in alt. energy, defense contractors, advanced textiles, agri-industry
Entr. Active very active in all 4 – many start-ups




Bringing the Global Economy Home

The Regional Economic Development Marketing 
Organization for Southeastern North Carolina
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Presentation Notes
We will not duplicate services
Adding value for entr- resource through our website
Revolving loan fund being explored- decision timetable 12-18 months
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