





Moore County

Figure 15. The Average Daily Rate for lodging in Moore County

low-demand seasons, in which per-diem business is
accepted at Moore County hotels.

The county’s food and beverage establishments range
from fast-food restaurants to upscale, fine dining.
Fast-food, local quick-service, and casual theme
restaurants are concentrated along US-15/US-1.
Upscale and fine dining is available in the town and
village centers, especially in Pinehurst and Southern
Pines, as well as in the area resorts. Moore County
fine dining establishments currently meet the needs
of the local population and also attract patrons from
outside the county.

b. Meeting Space

Moore County meeting facilities tend to be co-located
with hotels and country clubs. In the Pinehurst,
Southern Pines, and Aberdeen area, sixteen facilities
co-located with lodging offer a total of 118,862 sq.

ft. of meeting space. There are also several public
meeting facilities available at county theaters, schools,
and community centers. Meeting facilities in Moore
County are outlined in Table 19 below.

In the past, due to the larger size and upscale nature of
many county venues, there has been limited military

and government use of Moore County meeting
facilities. Although there are exceptions—The
Pinehurst Resort, for example, reports that its banquet
halls do host larger (up to 770 attendees) military
groups—availability and pricing constraints tend

to depress the number of military and government
meetings in Moore County.

c. Parks and Recreation

Moore County’s recreational facilities and programs,
although numerous and various, tend to focus

on the area’s golf tradition. Moore County also
supports upscale events and programs unavailable in
surrounding counties. Below is a sample of the parks
and recreation offerings in Moore County:

* Outdoor recreation: especially tennis, golf, and
equestrian

» Parks: Weymouth Woods, Davis Park, Hillcrest
Park, Lake Luke Marion

* Youth and senior (aged fifty and over) sports

Where parks and recreation are concerned, in Moore
County (known as the “Home of American Golf”),
the focus is, of course, on golf. The area is currently
home to forty-six golf courses and has plans for more.
Recent major golfing events have included the 2007
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Table 19. Meeting facilities in Moore County

Name of Establishment City

Capacity: 1-49 Attendees

Best Western Pinehurst Inn Aberdeen

Longleaf Golf and Country Club Southern Pines

Comfort Inn Pinehurst

Springhill Suites by Marriott Pinehurst

Capacity: 50-249 Attendees

Country Club of Whispering Pines Whispering Pines
Robbins

Southern Pines

Davis Center

Douglas Community Center

Homewood Suites by Hilton Pinehurst
McDonald Building Carthage
National Golf Club Pinehurst
Pine Crest Inn Pinehurst
Postmaster’s House Aberdeen

Southern Pines Historic Train Station | Southern Pines

Southern Pines Civic Club Southern Pines

Southern Pines
Capacity: 250-499 Attendees
Carthage

Train House

Agricultural Center

Days Inn Southern Pines
Hampton Inn & Suites Aberdeen
Little River Golf Resort Carthage

National Guard Armory Southern Pines

Sunrise Theater Southern Pines

Southern Pines
Carthage
Seven Lakes

Weymouth Center

Agricultural Center

Westside Park Community Center

Capacity: 500+ Attendees

Mid Pines Inn and Country Club Southern Pines
Pine Needles Lodge and Golf Club

Pinehurst Resort

Southern Pines

Pinehurst

Pinehurst Fair Barn Pinehurst

Southern Pines

Sandhills Community College

U.S. Women’s Open at Pine Needles and the 2005
U.S. Open at Pinehurst. The forty thousand people
(per day) that attended the men’s open generated
approximately $70 million of revenue for Moore
County. The Pinehurst Resort has eight golf courses,
making it the largest golf resort in the western
hemisphere. In 2004 Moore County golf-related
enterprises brought in over $50 million in greens fees
and carts fees. Golfing accounted for approximately
60% of the total number of visitors to the county.

Equestrian activities represent another significant
recreational favorite in Moore County. The area
offers several venues for equestrian activities,
including Pinehurst Harness Track and the Prancing
Horse Center. In addition to these venues, there

are condominium developments that include land
reserved for equestrian activities. Moore County’s
numerous equestrian clubs and events also contribute
to the demand at Hoke County’s Carolina Horse Park.

In addition to its golfing and equestrian offerings,
the county also boasts a superior parks system.
Weymouth Woods Nature Preserve in Southern
Pines, which consists of 425 acres of state parkland,
offers trails, a museum, and interpretive programs.
The county also provides tennis courts and cycling
paths and sponsors several major events related to
these popular sports—the annual Tour de Moore,
for example. In deference to its substantial senior
population, both indigenous and seasonal, the
county provides numerous senior-specific events and
activities, which is somewhat atypical for the region
as a whole.

While Moore County has sufficient Parks and
Recreational facilities to meet current and future
needs, funding for ongoing operations continues to be
a pressing problem.

O. Culture and Arts

Moore County’s distinguished historical heritage is
reflected in many of its more prominent cultural sites.
Historic farms, homes, and cultural centers, many
dating back to the eighteenth century, are located
throughout the region. These include, among others:

e Historic Locales: Shaw House, Malcolm Blue
Farm, House in the Horseshoe, Village of
Pinehurst, Broad Street

* Museums and Galleries: Campbell House
Galleries, Sandhills Horticultural Gardens, Sir
Walter Raleigh Gardens, Tufts Archives

* Theatre and Music: Weymouth Center, Sunrise
Theater, North Carolina Symphony

* Festivals: Malcolm Blue, Holly Arts and Crafts,
Spring Fest, Carthage Buggy
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Prominent among the county’s historic sites, the
Malcolm Blue House dates back to the 1820s. Each
September, the farm holds a rural life-themed festival
with exhibits, demonstrations, and a Civil War
reenactment. The Village of Pinehurst is a National
Historic Landmark, and Broad Street in Southern
Pines is a National Historic District. These sites and
areas have preserved their histories while at the same
time offering unique commercial opportunities. The
Weymouth Center, located adjacent to the Weymouth
Woods Nature Preserve (originally attached to the
estate), is home to the North Carolina Literary Hall
of Fame. The center hosts a music series, lectures,
readings, and workshops throughout the year. In
addition to this center, the county has multiple venues
for arts, theatre, and special events.

The Arts Council of Moore County offers programs
and supports the area’s performing, visual, and literary
arts and artists. To a large extent, the Arts Council
supports programs that originate in and/or serve area
counties adjacent to and to the west of Fort Bragg. It
also supports the Artist League of the Sandhills, the
Weymouth Center, the Sandhills Theatre Company,
and the Sunrise Theater. The council also sponsors
art-related local, national, and international tours;
hosts special events such as the Autumnfest in
Southern Pines; and supports a classical concert
series.

1. Future Needs and Gaps

Moore County offers plentiful hospitality and
cultural opportunities for its residents; lodging,
restaurants, meeting space, parks and recreational
facilities, and cultural activities are generally only

a short drive away. Unlike other areas around Fort
Bragg, Moore County lodging establishments cater to
leisure and commercial travelers whose purpose for
visiting is generally not related to Fort Bragg. The
area is a well-established resort community known
for its championship golf and southern traditions.
Additionally, many local lodging establishments
offer small to mid-size meeting facilities, while larger
venues are available at local country clubs, resorts,
and educational facilities. Moore County also offers
a solid array of cultural programs, attractions, and

activities. Lastly, golf and equestrian activities, in
addition to local youth and adult sports, are the main
focus of recreation in Moore County.
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2. Recommended Actions

Important Action I: Solicit additional operational funds for county
parks, recreation, and cultural resources organizations.

Description: While analysis of the current status of the county’s parks,
recreation, and cultural resources organizations has not revealed a need

for additional facilities, it did indicate that funding for ongoing operations
continues to be a pressing problem, one that will be increased, however
minimally, by military-related population growth. Additional funding sources,
available from the entities established to assist military-impacted communities,
should be explored.

Responsible party: Moore County Parks and Recreation Department should
continue to pursue funding for additional operating funds for existing
programs.
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P. Appendix A - Lodging and Meeting Space

Location Rooms Restaurant Lounge Meeting Number Largest
Rooms Meeting Meeting
Rooms Room
Capacity
Best Western Pinehurst Inn Aberdeen 50 N N Y 1 30
Comfort Inn Pinehurst Pinehurst 77 N Y Y 1 90
Country Hearth Inn Aberdeen Aberdeen 90 N N N N/A N/A
Days Inn Southern Pines S_outhern 120 v v v 4 450
Pines
E_cono Lodge & Suites Southern S_outhern 38 v N v 1 18
Pines Pines
Hgmpton Inn Southern Pines Sf)uthern 126 N N v 4 40
Pinehurst Pines
Homewood Suites Olmsted Village Pinehurst 100 N N Y 3 90
Hyland Hills Resort Sf)uthern 40 v N N N/A N/A
Pines
Jefferson Inn Sf)uthern 15 v N N N/A N/A
Pines
Little River Golf & Resort Carthage 128 Y Y Y 3 400
Microtel Inn Southern Pines Sf)uthern 78 N N N N/A N/A
Pines
Mid Pines Inn & Golf Club Sputhern 12 v v v 6 525
Pines
Motel 6 Aberdeen Aberdeen 80 N N N N/A N/A
National Golf Club Pinehurst 25 Y Y Y 3 200
Pine Crest Inn Pinehurst 43 Y N Y 75
Pine Needles Resort Southern 71 Y Y Y 600
Pines
Pinehurst Resort Pinehurst 390 Y Y Y 28 1075
Residence Inn Pinehurst Southern Southern 80 N N N N/A N/A
Pines Pines
Sand Hills Golf Lodge Pinebluff 40 N N N N/A N/A
Springhill Suites Pinehurst Southern | Pinehurst 107 N N Y 1 25
Pines
Whispering Pines CC Villa Whispering | 41 Y Y Y 3 525
Pines
Woodlake Villas Vass 23 N N N N/A N/A
Moore County offers the most
upscale lodging facilities
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Q. Appendix B — Meeting Space outside of Hotels

Location Number Largest
Meeting Meeting
Rooms Room

Capacity
Postmaster’s House Aberdeen 1 50
Southern Pines Historic Train Station Southern Pines 1 50
Train House Southern Pines 1 50
Longleaf Golf and Country Club Southern Pines 3 100
Douglas Community Center Southern Pines 1 100
Southern Pines Civic Club Southern Pines 1 117
Davis Center Robbins 1 125
McDonald Building Carthage 1 130
Agricultural Center Carthage 1 299
Weymouth Center Southern Pines 1 300
Westside Park Community Center Seven Lakes 1 345
Sunrise Theater Southern Pines 1 350
National Guard Armory Southern Pines 1 400
Sandhills Community College Southern Pines 2 700
Pinehurst Fair Barn Pinehurst 1 800

Meeting space separate from lodging tends to be smaller and less upscale in nature




