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Home Healthd.  
Home-health services are provided in the home to 
individuals who are confined to the home. Such 
services are offered to individuals who do not need 
hospitalization but who need nursing services or 
therapy, medical supplies, or special outpatient 
services.  FirstHealth Home Care-Richmond is the 
only home-health agency in Richmond County.  
Currently there is no need for additional home-health 
agencies in the county.  Furthermore, the military 
expansion at Fort Bragg is expected to have a minimal 
impact on the short-term need for such services.

Emergency Medical Servicese.  
Emergency Medical Services in Richmond County are 
provided by FirstHealth of the Carolinas. 

Behavioral Healthf.  
Richmond County’s behavioral-health services are 
managed by the Sandhills Center for MH/DD/SAS.25  
The Sandhills Center administers and, in some cases 
provides, the following services:

Outpatient therapy•	
Psychiatric services•	
Case management•	
Residential services•	
Day services•	
Twenty-four-hour inpatient services•	
Periodic services•	
Emergency services•	

25. A common abbreviation used by state agencies meaning Mental 
Health/Developmental Disabilities/Substance Abuse Services.

Access to these services is provided through the 
Richmond County access unit located on South 
Lawrence Street in Rockingham.

Sandhills Regional Medical Center currently has 
ten adult inpatient psychiatric beds and operated at 
77% occupancy in fiscal year 2006.26  In addition, 
Samaritan Colony in Rockingham provides twelve 
adult detoxification and substance-abuse treatment 
beds.

Future Needs2.  
The expansion of Fort Bragg will have little effect 
on the need for health services in Richmond County.  
However, health care leaders in the county should 
leverage growth in the region to meet existing needs 
for specialty physicians and dentists.

Physician Needsa.  
Existing physician needs in Richmond County will 
not be impacted by the expansion of Fort Bragg, as 
shown in Figure 9.

Despite having two acute-care facilities, Richmond 
County lacks a sufficient supply of medical and 
surgical specialists.  This is probably due in part to the 
comparative proximity of facilities in other counties.  
However, facilities in Richmond County may choose 
to leverage growth in the region to support the 
development of specialty services closer to Richmond 
County residents.

26. SRMC did not publicly report FY 2007 volume information.

Figure 9.  Projected number of health care professionals needed in Richmond County in 2013 compared to the estimated supply
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As with many other counties in the region, Richmond 
County has both an existing and a projected shortage 
of dentists.  

Inpatient Bed Needb.  
Richmond County’s existing inpatient bed supply is 
sufficient to meet the needs of county residents, as 
shown in Figure 10.

Richmond County has a surplus of acute-care and 
inpatient psychiatric and substance-abuse beds.  Due 
to their distance from Fort Bragg, however, Richmond 
County providers will probably not be called upon 
to assist with any of Cumberland County’s overflow-
generated, acute-care needs.  

There is no need for inpatient rehabilitation beds 
in Richmond County.  All inpatient rehabilitation 
demand can be met by referral facilities in 
neighboring counties.  These patients can be 
effectively treated at Moore and Cumberland 
County regional referral centers that have inpatient 
rehabilitation programs.  According to the 2008 State 
Medical Facilities Plan, each of these programs has 
the capacity to accept additional patients.

Figure 10.  Projected need for inpatient beds in Richmond 
County in 2013 compared to the estimated supply
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Recommended Action3.  

Important Action: Monitor the need to develop specialty services in 
Richmond County.

Description: The major future health-care need in Richmond County (under 
both normal and military-related population growth conditions) is for medical 
and surgical specialists.  It is suggested that strategic service line plans and 
medical staff plans be developed or updated. 

Responsible Party: FHRMH and SRMC leadership with the support of BRAC 
Regional Task Force representatives
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Hospitality and Cultural ResourcesI. 
Lodging and food and beverage establishments are 
limited in Richmond County.  Most such businesses 
that do exist are located in and around the community 
of Rockingham.  Meeting space is also limited 
throughout the county.  There is very little meeting 
space that is co-located with area hotels, and only a 
few suitable freestanding facilities are suitable for 
such purposes.  Although a modest array of parks, 
recreation, and cultural programs are offered in the 
county, residents generally rely on the programs and 
facilities in neighboring Moore and Scotland Counties 
for major events.  The wildlife refuge and Speedway 
are important recreational offerings that are open to 
local residents and visitors alike.  Funding for culture 
and the arts continues to be a challenge.

Current Conditions1.  

Lodginga.  
As indicated in Table 13 accommodations in 
Richmond County tend to be budget and economy 
in nature.  Accommodations tend to be of an older 
and non-branded nature.  Within the eleven-county 
area surrounding Fort Bragg, more appropriate 
accommodations are available to the northeast of Fort 
Bragg in Moore County and, to a lesser extent, to the 
southeast in Scotland County.  

Meeting Spaceb.  
Table 14 lists the Richmond County facilities that 
have available meeting space.

The largest meeting space in the county is housed at 
the Robert L. & Elizabeth S. Cole Auditorium and 
Community Center, which is located on the Richmond 
Community College campus in Hamlet.  The center’s 
three banquet rooms contain approximately 3,600 sq. 
ft. of available space, and its auditorium seats 968 
people.  Other, much less accommodating meeting 
facilities are available at Richmond Community 
Theatre and the Rockingham Dragway.

Parks and Recreationc.  
Richmond County is an ideal location for outdoor 
recreation and sports like hunting, fishing, golf, 
bird watching, and cycling.  The county offers 
considerable outdoor recreational space, most notably 
the Pee Dee National Wildlife Refuge, which is shared 
with Anson County.  The refuge contains 8,843 acres 
of accessible conservation land.  Like most counties 
its size, Richmond also offers an array of youth sports 
programs.

The North Carolina Speedway, located northeast 
of Rockingham, is an especially interesting and 

Table 13.  Accommodations in Richmond County

Name of Establishment City Rooms

Economy Inn Rockingham 50

Sunset Motel Rockingham 26

Holiday Inn Express Hotel Rockingham Rockingham 50

Royal Plaza Motel Rockingham 44

Comfort Suites Rockingham Rockingham 64

Budget Inn Rockingham 66

Days Inn Rockingham Rockingham 50

Murray Hill Motel Rockingham 49

Chek Inn Rockingham 27

Sandman Motel Rockingham 50

Table 14. Meeting Facilities - Richmond County

Name of Establishment City

Richmond Community Theatre Rockingham

Richmond Pines Country Club Rockingham

Robert and Elizabeth Cole 
Auditorium

Rockingham

Rockingham Dragway Rockingham
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popular attraction.  In use full time until its last major 
NASCAR event in late 2004, the track recently came 
under new ownership and has begun to host a number 
of smaller events—such as drag racing and NASCAR 
testing—and has even served as a movie set.  The 
Rockingham Dragway, which hosts professional 
events throughout the year, operates as a separate 
entity from the speedway.  The dragway, or “The 
Rock”, hosts International Hot Rod Association races, 
motorbike events, and other types of races.

Culture and Artsd.  
Richmond County offers a variety of arts and cultural 
events and venues, including 

Museums: National Railroad Museum and Hall, •	
Rankin Museum
Theatre: Richmond Community Theatre, Cole •	
Auditorium 
Concerts: The Plaza James concerts held, on a •	
seasonal basis, adjacent to the Rockingham City 
Hall

Future Needs2.  
Lee County offers ample hospitality and cultural 
opportunities for its residents; lodging, restaurants, 
meeting space, parks and recreational facilities, and 
cultural activities are generally only a short drive 
away.  Overall, the expected military expansion is 
not expected to significantly impact most of these 
resources.  

A limited supply of lodging and food and beverage 
establishments are available in Richmond County.   
Since there is no direct, high-speed mode of access 
between Rockingham and Fort Bragg, increased 
growth in the immediate Fort Bragg area is not likely 
to have much effect on the city’s lodging market.  
Additionally, what little meeting space there is in 
Richmond County is located almost exclusively in 
Rockingham.  There are no hotels with adequate 
meeting space.  

Gaps 3.  
The planned development of Interstate 74, a divided 
highway passing through Richmond County to the 
North Carolina beaches, may bring additional lodging 
demand to Richmond County.  However, there is 
very little current military-related use of lodging 
and meeting facilities in Richmond County, and the 
expansion at Fort Bragg is not expected to generate 
much more.  The same is true of parks, recreation, 
and cultural resources;  parks and recreation programs 
however struggle to maintain adequate operating 
funds for their existing programs.  



41Fort Bragg Regional Growth Plan

Richmond County

Important Action 1:  Plan for the I-74 expansion.

Description:  In all likelihood, the expansion at Fort Bragg will have little 
effect on Richmond county’s lodging and meeting space markets.  If there is 
to be growth in these areas, it is more likely to be driven by the development 
of I-74 and the increased traffic this may bring to the community.  Local hotel 
developers/operators should work with economic development officials to 
study this potential increase in through-traveler traffic and determine whether 
there is need for more overnight accommodations.

Responsible Party:  Local hotel developers and county economic development 
officials

Important Action 2:  Solicit additional operational funds for county 
parks, recreation, and cultural resources organizations.

Description:  While the analysis of the current situation within county parks, 
recreation, and cultural resources organizations did not reveal any need for 
additional facilities, it was recognized that funding for existing operations 
continues to be a pressing problem, one that will be increased, however 
minimally, by the incoming population associated with the military-related 
growth.  Additional funding sources, available from the entities established 
to assist communities impacted by the expansion at Fort Bragg, should be 
explored.

Responsible party:  Richmond County Parks and Recreation Department


